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It is hard to believe that the holidays are quickly approaching and our school year is almost half way over.  
What an exciting and busy past few months we have had at Griffin!   
 

Thank you to all of our GMS families and Partners for your generosity and support that have enabled 
PTA to give back directly to our students and school in many ways, such as Chrome Books and charging 
stations, stand up desks, math curriculum, portable speakers and a sewing machine, to name a few.  
 

Your PTA has a lot planned in the coming year! Mark your calendars for January 22nd at 6:00 PM for a 
parent program with Katie Greer about Keeping Your Children Safe in Technology Driven World. You will 
not want to miss what Katie has to share about the most recent updates with social media!  Our GMS 
Talent Show is scheduled for January 10th at 6 PM, following our PTA meeting at 5:30 PM.  This is a su-
per fun time that highlights the talents of our GMS students.   
 

A huge thank you to all of our volunteers who help make everything happen.  We are so very grateful for 
each of you and your contribution to Griffin.    
 

Please be sure to check out the PTA website at www.gms.my-pta.org.  Also be sure to like Griffin PTA on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for up to date information on what’s going on at GMS. 
 

Have a relaxing holiday with family and friends and we look forward to a fabulous 2018! 
 

Jennifer Coleman 
GMS PTA President 

Stay connected by following 

Griffin PTA on Facebook,  

Instagram, Twitter & the Griffin PTA 

website gms.my-pta.org. 

We’re on social media! 



Wednesday, January 10, 2018 6:00pm 

 

Gators, please start thinking of that special act for 

the GRIFFIN TALENT SHOW!! 
 

January 3 - Wednesday 3:30-5:30 Auditions  

 

January 8 - Monday 3:30-5:30 Dress Rehearsal 

 

January 9 - Tuesday 3:30-5:30  Dress Rehearsal 

For more information please contact Lainie Myer, PTA Talent Show Chair,  

at lainiemyer@gmail.com. 



Congratulations to 

the Fall 2017 Mini 
Grants Award  

Winners! 
 

Griffin PTA was able to 

award 9 mini grants to 

teachers last month!   

 

Teachers submitted  

applications for items that 

would benefit the learning 

and education of their  

students.  Griffin now has 4 

adjustable desks that will 

be used in classrooms so 

students can stand while 

working, 2 Bluetooth 

speakers that will be used 

in the gym and by the PE/

Athletic Department,  

Mathematic curriculum to 

enrich the current program, 

a sewing machine, and lots 

of supplies were added to 

the Maker Space activities 

in the library.  These grants 

were possible because of 

funds raised by the PTA 

through membership and 

One Check  

fundraiser.   

 

Thank you parents for your 

support of  PTA and Griffin 

Middle School! Your  

children are benefiting  

because of your  

participation. 



Griffin PTA celebrated Healthy Lifestyles month this November with a staff Step 

Challenge the week of November 13-17. We kicked off the week with Healthy 

Smoothies from Vitality Bowls. Our PTA then provided healthy snacks on 

Wednesday to encourage our participants to keep up the great work. On  

Friday, we awarded our winner, Coach Fortenberry, with a month long  

membership to Frisco Pure Barre. Congratulations to Coach Fortenberry, all  

our participants, and Frisco Pure Barre for their generous donation!! 

We’ve been able to celebrate and thank our Griffin teachers and staff in 

some fun ways lately.  Along with the monthly birthday treats we bring them 

from Nothing Bundt Cakes, in October we provided them with a “Build Your 

Own Trail Mix” bar.  In November we thanked them with a Baked Potato and 

Chili luncheon. In December we’ll be holding a Teacher Cookie Exchange. 
 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the Griffin PTA to make these treats a 

success for our amazing staff here at Griffin! 



The Key to staying safe in this  
technology-driven world is education  
for students and parents.  

 
Grades 6-8 
 
At this point, the majority of kids this age have social 
networking accounts and are actively networking with 
others using  
various forms of technology (i.e. apps, games, messaging, etc.). It’s imperative for them to under-
stand the permanency of their actions online, as once they send, save or share, their information is 
out there – and stays out there – forever. The programs for the 6th-8th grade students will dig a bit 
deeper into topics like responsible posting, and  
understanding how they can make technology work for them, not against them. 

Internet/Technology Safety Educational 
Program on January 22nd  

with Katie Greer 
 

Student program—during the day 

Parent program—6:00 pm 

 

 

 Don’t miss it!! 

You won’t want to miss what 

Katie has to share about 

internet/social media safety! 

If you are new to FISD or Griffin MS and would like more information about 

Griffin Middle School and our fantastic PTA, please reach out to our Wel-

come Wagon Coordinator Bryn Ginn 

at brynginn@gmail.com or you can 

pick up an 

informational folder in the of-

fice.  And WELCOME to Griffin! 

mailto:brynginn@gmail.com


WOW!!! The Scholastic Book Fair was, yet again, a great Success!!  
 
I wanted to take a moment to THANK the wonderful volunteers. The 

Book Fair would not be possible without your time and effort. From 

decorating, working registers, restocking shelves and packing up the fair 

to money counting and replenishing the Dum-Dum tree.  

Our candy guessing game winners are… 7th grader, Ava Stoop, who 

wins the Jolly Ranchers; Alexa Goldsmith, also a 7th grader, who won 

BOTH the Hot Tamales and the Milky Ways. Way to go! 

 

Along with our Dum-Dum sucker tree and candy guessing game, we 

had a new competition this year… the ILA jar change contest; we had a 

LOT of change to count. The amount of money received was  

UNBELIEVABLE! The students loved competing against other classes and grades. I am overwhelmed with 

the response. For those of you that don’t know the rules, change is collected in ILA classes. Quarters, dimes, 

nickels, bills and a few checks, count towards your “positive” total. The pennies count against your class total.  

 

The winning class from each grade will receive a Sonic drink party on the Friday before the holiday break. 

Drumroll please… the Winning 6th grade ILA class is Ms. Mimms 1-2 period with $402.78. The winning 7th 

grade ILA class is Ms. West 1-2 period with $185.52 and the 8th Grade ILA class winner is Mr. Glenn 4-5 pe-

riod with $306.93. The grand total (including pennies) raised was $4002.80. With the money collected, PTA 

will be purchasing a 3-D printer, Maker Space supplies, several iPods and other library related materials. You 

guys are AMAZING! Congratulations to our winning classes!  

 

Most importantly is the Book Fair. Our sales were $5542.79. Not bad. We will be using some of the All for 

Books proceeds to buy items for the library, but also purchased gift cards for Black Middle School, our 

adopted school in Houston that was affected by Hurricane Harvey. 

 

We will be having a BOGO book fair in May, dates to follow.  

 

Thank you again for supporting the Book Fair. We appreciate your generosity. 

Our GMS faculty was super excited to participate 

in the Whataburger For A Year contest! The  

winner of the drawing was Ms. Swanson!! She  

received a basket of Whataburger goodies,  

including coupons for free Whataburger for one 

year, a personalized YETI tumbler, Whataburger 

pancake mix and ketchup, Whataburger logo 

sunglasses, koozies and mouse pad and much 

more! Congratulations Ms. Swanson! 



 

We love our volunteers!! 
 

 

Please visit the Griffin PTA Website to see volunteer requests! 
 

Also, If you would like to receive email notification when there are opportu-
nities to volunteer at Griffin, please email our volunteer coordinator, Chelsi 
Word at chelsibword@gmail.com.   You will be added to our volunteer 
group email list.  She will send out emails through Sign Up Genius for  
various needs throughout the year that will contain a link to a website for 
signing up for activities.  Needs will vary from volunteering time at the book fair or fall festival to baking 
items for teacher appreciation. Thank you!  
 

***The Talent Show is coming up in January!! We will need volunteers for several dates leading up to the 
Talent Show. Click on the link below to sign up.   
 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4ea8a829a6f58-gmstalent 

 
Girls and boys basketball concessions are always needing volunteers to sell hot dogs, chips, candy and drinks 
during the games and end of season tournament. Click on the link to sign up. 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4ea8a829a6f58-griffin2 

 

Thank you! 

Parent Sanctuary and Lending Library 
 

The Lending Library is a peaceful place for all Frisco ISD parents & teachers to find resources, 
support, and inspiration. It contains books related to general parenting, parenting children with 
special needs, children’s books about special needs, and how to teach children with special 
needs. We also have books about sensory strategies, social skills, behavior strategies, raising 
gifted children, siblings, teaching tools and research. Parents and educators can also check out 
various sensory kits to try at home or in the classroom  

 

Please click the link for a video clip of a tour of the Lending Library.  
http://www.friscoisd.org/departments/in-home-parent-training/parent-sanctuary-lending-library 

 
Come visit to learn about local resources and information on numerous topics to help our families of 
Frisco ISD. 

 
Mondays: 9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m.   Wednesdays: 9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m.   Fridays: 9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m.  

(Parent Trainers Available) 
 
Frisco ISD Early Childhood Center 
10330 Red Cedar Dr. 
Frisco, TX 75035 

mailto:chelsibword@gmail.com
mailto:chelsibword@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4ea8a829a6f58-gmstalent
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4ea8a829a6f58-griffin2C:/Users/Karen%20Necciai/Documents/christmas%20card%20pic
http://www.friscoisd.org/departments/in-home-parent-training/parent-sanctuary-lending-library
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It’s TIME for you to join PTA! 
 

 

The Griffin Middle School PTA needs YOU to join.   Each year at Griffin Middle School, we 

encourage new and returning families to “get connected” with the PTA by joining 

through membership.  Becoming a GMS PTA member helps provide programs, coordi-

nate events and purchase supplies needed for the educational benefit of our students, 

along with a network of support and endless opportunities to get involved. It’s a WIN-WIN 

for everyone!!! 

 

Last year ALL teachers and staff members at GMS joined the PTA and they continue to 

show their support every year.   PTA is for every family, and teacher at Griffin. 

 

How much is it to join PTA? Family membership is just $20, which includes membership in 

the national PTA.  

 

Why should I join PTA? The number one reason to join the Parent Teacher Association is 

to benefit your child. In doing so, you also help your school.  

 

What does PTA do? PTA does many of the events throughout the school year, including 

educational and fun programs for the parents and kids, a great family event like the Ga-

tor Festival. We provide communication from the school to parents through the Gator 
Gazette 

 Monthly newsletters, our facebook page and the GMS  PTA website (http://

griffingatorpta.txpta.org).   PTA also supports our teachers with teacher appreciation 

luncheons and activities, as well as fulfilling extra wish list items needed by the school. 

What does PTA use the funds for? PTA uses the money you help us raise to pay for excel-

lent programs like Red Ribbon Week, Reflections, Teacher Support and Parent Educa-

tion. We raise funds to help provide extras for the school, like iPads for classrooms, books 

for the library, and much more. 

 

Will PTA call and e-mail me all the time? We promise NOT to bother you! We’ll keep you 

posted on what’s happening at Griffin Middle School and let you know when volunteer 

opportunities arise, should you be interested. 

 

How do I join?  Stop by at schedule pickup, Gator camp, Meet the Teacher night OR go 

ONLINE to the Griffin PTA website (included on GMS home page) click on STORE and 

add PTA membership to your cart.   By becoming a member, your support will bring us 

closer to accomplishing these goals.  If you have any questions or would like additional 

information, contact Julie Reiter, VP of Membership at :  reiter.5@att.net 

 

Here is the direct link to our website 

http://gms.my-pta.org 

mailto:reiter.5@att.net
http://gms.my-pta.org
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